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Preparation: (Read the Touchstones Journal on the theme and the questions below.)

Business: Deal with any housekeeping items (e.g., scheduling the next gathering).

Opening Words: “It’s funny. When we were alive we spent much of our time staring up at the cosmos and wondering what was out there. We were obsessed with the moon and whether we could one day visit it. The day we finally walked on it was celebrated worldwide as perhaps man’s greatest achievement. But it was while we were there, gathering rocks from the moon’s desolate landscape, that we looked up and caught a glimpse of just how incredible our own planet was. Its singular astonishing beauty. We called her Mother Earth.”   Jon Stewart

Chalice Lighting (James Vila Blake), adapted
(In unison) Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its law. This is our covenant: to dwell together in peace, to seek the truth in love, to serve human need, and to help one another.

Check-In: How is it with your spirit? What do you need to leave behind in order to be fully present here and now? (2-3 sentences)

Claim Time for Deeper Listening: This comes at the end of the gathering where you can be listened to uninterrupted for more time if needed. You are encouraged to claim time ranging between 3-5 minutes, and to honor the limit of the time that you claim.

Read the Wisdom Story: Take turns reading the following wisdom story.


Grandmother Spider, Brings the Light, a retelling of a story from the Cherokee
     When the earth was first made, it was very dark, and the animals were afraid. One day Bear said, “I have seen light on the other side of the world, but the people will not share. Perhaps we could steal some for ourselves.”
     The others thought this was a splendid idea, and started to discuss who should go…. “I’ll go,” said fox.
     Fox went, and stole a piece of light in his mouth, but it was so hot it burned his mouth and he dropped it, and the fox still has a black mouth to this day.
     Possum tried next. He wrapped the light in his tail, and tried to drag it back, but it was too hot, and he dropped it. That is why no possum has fur on its tail.
     Crow said, “Let me try!” And he went off to steal the light, but when he got close, it singed all of his feathers, and he turned black. He was so afraid, he ran away.
     Finally, Grandmother Spider said, “I will go.” When she reached the light, she was surprised by how hot it was. She thought of a plan, and began to spin and spin with her silky web. Soon she had enough for a bag. She approached the light, and quick as a flash, tucked the light into her bag.
     When she got back, the animals were triumphant! “Hooray for Grandmother Spider!” They all shouted.
     Grandmother Spider was happy to give them the light. “We should hang the light in the sky, so all can be warmed by it,” she said. The other animals thought that too was a good idea, but how to get it in the sky?
     “I will go,” said Vulture. He took the bag of light, and put it on his head. It was hot, but he could stand it. He flew higher and higher, and the bag got hotter and hotter. He climbed higher, and his feathers turned black. Still higher, and the feathers on his head burned off! Still higher, and his head turned red. At the last possible second, he threw the light into the sky as hard as he could, and the Sun hung bright and beautiful, warming all the land.
   Source: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/multigenerational/miracles/session-1/spider 

Readings from the Common Bowl: Group
Members read selections from Readings from the Common Bowl as follows. Leave a few moments of silence after each to invite reflection on the meaning of the words.

“In a time of destruction, create something.”   Maxine Hong Kingston

“To cherish what remains of the Earth and to foster its renewal is our only legitimate hope of survival.”   Wendell Berry

“Those who dwell among the beauties and mysteries of the earth are never alone or weary of life.”   Rachel Carson

“You cannot help but learn more as you take the world into your hands. Take it up reverently, for it is an old piece of clay, with millions of thumbprints on it.”   John Updike

“We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children.”   Native American Proverb

“Responsibility is what awaits outside the Eden of Creativity.”   Nadine Gordimer

“Because we all share this small planet earth, we have to learn to live in harmony and peace with each other and with nature. That is not just a dream, but a necessity.”   Dalai Lama

“Creativity requires a state of grace. So many things are required for it to succeed.”   Magda Szabó 

“I would feel more optimistic about a bright future for man if he spent less time proving that he can outwit Nature and more time tasting her sweetness and respecting her seniority.”   E.B. White 

“There is hope if people will begin to awaken that spiritual part of themselves, that heartfelt knowledge that we are caretakers of this planet.”   Brooke Medicine Eagle

“To be of the Earth is to know / the restlessness of being a seed / the darkness of being planted / the struggle toward the light / the pain of growth into the light / the joy of bursting and bearing fruit / the love of being food for someone / the scattering of your seeds / the decay of the seasons / the mystery of death and / the miracle of birth.”   John Soos

“The world is holy. We are holy. All life is holy. Daily prayers are delivered on the lips of breaking waves, the whisperings of grasses, the shimmering of leaves.”   Terry Tempest Williams 

“Creativity is an act of defiance.”   Twyla Tharp

“With the moon walk, the religious myth that sustained these notions could no longer be held. With our view of earthrise, we could see that the earth and the heavens were no longer divided but that the earth is in the heavens.”   Joseph Campbell

“…We must learn to acknowledge that the creation is full of mystery; we will never entirely understand it. We must abandon arrogance and stand in awe. We must recover the sense of the majesty of creation, and the ability to be worshipful in its presence. …It is only on the condition of humility and reverence before the world that our species will be able to remain in it.”   Wendell Berry

“Leave nothing but footprints, Take nothing but pictures, Kill nothing but time.”   Unknown


“There is no ownership. There is only stewardship.”   LeeAnn Taylor

“What keeps life fascinating is the constant creativity of the soul.”   Deepak Chopra

“What’s the use of a fine house if you haven’t got a tolerable planet to put it on?”   Henry David Thoreau

“A friend of mine once sent me a post card with a picture of the entire planet Earth taken from space. On the back it said, ‘Wish you were here.”   Steven Wright

“The creative adult is the child who has survived.”   Ursula K. Le Guin

“We are all butterflies. Earth is our chrysalis.”   LeeAnn Taylor

“You are a guest of nature—behave.”   Friedensreich Hundert Wasser

“Creativity requires the courage to let go of certainties.”   Erich Fromm

“Someday, I hope that we will all be patriots of our planet and not just of our respective nations.”   Zoe Weil

“The love of wilderness is more than a hunger for what is always beyond reach; it is also an expression of loyalty to the earth, the earth which bore us and sustains us, the only paradise we shall ever know, the only paradise we ever need, if only we had the eyes to see.”  Edward Abbey

“Creativity keeps the world alive.”   Nayyirah Waheed

“It suddenly struck me that that tiny pea, pretty and blue, was the Earth. I put up my thumb and shut one eye, and my thumb blotted out the planet Earth. I didn’t feel like a giant. I felt very, very small.”   Neil Armstrong


“But unless we are creators, we are not fully alive. What do I mean by creators? Not only artists, whose acts of creation are the obvious ones of working with paint or clay or words. Creativity is a way of living life, no matter our vocation or how we earn our living.”   Madeleine L’Engle

“How can we be so arrogant? The planet is, was, and always will be stronger than us. We can’t destroy it; if we overstep the mark, the planet will simply erase us from its surface and carry on existing. Why don’t they start talking about not letting the planet destroy us?”  Paulo Coelho

“Solitude is the soil in which genius is planted, creativity grows, and legends bloom; faith in oneself is the rain that cultivates a hero to endure the storm, and bare the genesis of a new world, a new forest.”   Mike Norton 

Sitting in Silence: Sit in silence together, allowing the Readings from the Common Bowl to resonate. Cultivate a sense of calm and attention to the readings and the discussion that follows (Living the Questions).

Reading: “We stand now where two roads diverge. But unlike the roads in Robert Frost’s familiar poem, they are not equally fair. The road we have long been traveling is deceptively easy, a smooth superhighway on which we progress with great speed, but at its end lies disaster. The other fork of the road—the one less traveled by—offers our last, our only chance to reach a destination that assures the preservation of the earth.”   Rachel Carson

Living the Questions
Explore as many of these questions as time allows. Fully explore one question before moving to the next.
1. Have you fell in love with this home we call Earth? How old were you when it happened? How did it affect you? 
2. Our sixth UU source is, “spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.” Are these teachings compelling to you. Why or why not?
3. Is nature a source of solace, inspiration, and/or meaning to you? If yes, in what ways? If no, why not?
4. A covenant is a promise. What promises has the earth made to you by the fact of its existence and structure?
5. What promises have you made to the earth? What promises do you want to make to the earth?
6. How will these promises change you, your actions, and your relationship to the earth?

The facilitator or group members are invited to propose additional questions that they would like to explore.

Deeper Listening: If time was claimed by individuals, the group listens without interruption to each person for the time claimed. Using a timer allows the facilitator to also listen fully.

Checking-Out: One sentence about where you are now as a result of the time spent together and the experience of exploring the theme.

Extinguishing Chalice: (Elizabeth Selle Jones) We extinguish this flame but not the light of truth, the warmth of community, or the fire of commitment. These we carry in our hearts until we are together again.

Closing Words: (Rev. Philip R. Giles)
(In unison) May the quality of our lives be our benediction and a blessing to all we touch.
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